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oul the ski event, with Anna Smaothy (Wanaka)
and Erica Prestige (Taupe] picking up sam'nd
E and third place respectively, In the woman's
livard event, Swiss Ana Marea Zgraggen took
out firet place, and Wanaka's Maria Kuzma and
e Malin Lindraos of Finland came second and third
Tespaclively
Fraposed changes to the Freeride World Tour
[udging criteria didn't affect this event which
aw Il judging panels stick with the Overall
Imipression system, & standard ski and snowboard
syslem lar any event run nowadays The system
illers a basic formal which allows for Judging to
b hroken down into five eriteria's, line, contral,
Ihidity, technique, and Jurmps/iricks
Prior 16 (he Lorpettion, judges check the
HampeEnlen faces themselyes and analyse possible
Hfies and snew conditions while Imagining what

hnes in (he face coyld b very diffieul and which
ies cauld he safe
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have an event of this status in the North Island,”
Newport said,

Initially the event had a four-star rating, but
with a few of the sponsors pulling out in the build-
up to the competition, the event's status had to
be relegated to a three-star, Consent 1SSues with
the Department of Conservation and local iwi also
attributed to the events downgrade.

Despite this, the future of the event is still
looking promising. And if the late run of decent
Show and the solid base that Mount Ruapehy hag
last season ig anything to go by, there g plenty to
loo}‘ larward to for the evént next year,

“The event does get really big skiers, big names
COme in as well - 9uys who wayldn'y normally
lhl?k about competing,” Newport said,

It wag really well done and the Competitors

Were taken carg of reatly well wity barbeques
every day, free drinks, &

n =
compatition festivities v Specials for post-
Fram the comy
mentionad the © i
the past
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“It's attracting more riders from:
because people can see that if they com ;
Zealand they can pick up points: for the taug!
S0 IU's getting more competitive,” BD}Q‘%U

Freya Taylor, Marketing Co-ordinater fop "
Ruapehu Alpine Lifts commented on. the future.
Improvement of the event as Lookmg_w ",

"All our major sponsors returned: agaiis tise
plus a few more joined us,” Taylor saith ,

“The Mt Ruapehy Xireme 1s a favpuiite 8
Mt Ruapehu so we actively seek new andi
\deas and local competitors, This vear we. Ifales
a live webcast which allowed people to walth the
event live around the world. "

"It was very eXCiting and mspiring 10,588

Such talented tompetitors challenge onaolidk
Ruapehu's most gnarly runs

Dave Mazey, Ge: eral Manager of Nit Ruapeiy
Alpine Lifts said that he has Oeen blowwn MG
the stangard of competition and W‘O«J@*M- :
Pertormance
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